VIA PACIS 


GRICULTURE 


The Second QReat 


lowa Land Qrab 


OR WHAT I LEARNED ON MY DEACON. INTERNSHIP 


By Frank Cordaro 


Land grabs have been part of 
the human story as far back as 
recorded time, Iowa has its own 
history of land grabbing. Early 
in the 1800's White folks stole 
the land from American Indians. 
The rationalization for this land 
grab was that the American Indian 
was-not using the land for the 
betterment of the whole society 
(that is White society). In ess- 
ence, the American Indians were 
poor managers and, through the 
use of force, they were driven 
offthier land. Whites took over 
and, with the help of government, 
set up basic land ownership thr- 
ough the Homesteading Acts of the 
mid-1800's. The Homesteading Acts 
established a system of private 
land-ownership geared towards the 
family farm as its basic unit and 
based on the belief that the wid- 
vest ownership of land would guar- 
antee a free and democratic soc- 
iety. The family farm was the co- 
ynerstone of Iowa's economic ba- 
se. Lowa became the home for many 
northern European immigrants. Who 
came to America in search of.a 
society where they could farm and 
make a decent living, raise their 
families in the traditions and 
faith of their choice without go- 
vernmental interference. lowa of- 
fered them this opportunity. The 
family farm and the regional food 
system has served our state well 
duringthe last one-hundred years, 
but times are changing and not 
necessarily for the better. 

There is a second great land 
grab going on in Iowa today. This 
land grab if based on a shift fr- 
om our basic family farm and reg- 
ional food system to a corporate 
farming model and a global food 
marketing system. Corporate far- 
ming is set up much the same as 
corporate industry with its div- 
isions of capital, management and 
labor. 


Corporate farming has been in the 
works in the United States for 
many years. California is the na- 
tion’s largest agricultural state 
and it has been dominated by cor- 
porate farming for over twenty 
years, The upper midwest, of wh- 
ich Iowa is a part, is quickly 


following the corporate trend. 
The current financial farm 
crisis in lowa is accelerating 
the corporate take over of the 
family farm. A study made by the’ 
Iowa State Extension Service 
this fall puts the number of Towa . 
farmers who are in serious econ- 
omic troubles into thousands. 
Their findings show that 10% of 
Iowa farmers heave debts ecuall- 
ing 70% or more of their total 
assets while another 18% of Iowa 
farmers have debts equalling 40% 
or more of their total assets, 
That means that nearly one third 
of Iowa's farmers are in serious 
financial trouble. One conserv- 
ative estimate predicts that as 
many as 9,000 farmers will be out 
of business in the next few mon- 
ths with many thousands of others 
not too far behind if trends con- 
tinue. The Extension study goes 
on to say that..."farmers who are 
in financial trouble today are 
often excellent producers who in- 
corporated the latest in product- 
ion technology. They include ma- 
ny of our community and state le- 
aders who, if trends in the 1970! 
s had continued, would be in a 
strong economic position today. 
They are individuals who under- 
took legitimate expansion of the 
land and capital expenditures du- 
ring the latter part of the 1970' 
s and early 1980's through the 
use of debt...another set of far- 
_mers in trouble are those just be 
ginning farming who needed to pure 
chase land and equipment to comp= 
-ete in modern-day agriculture," 
As startling as these figures are 
the most surprising revelation ° 
from the Extension study was the 
effect that the current financial 
crisis in Iowa will have on the 
agricultural production in the 
state: The flow of grain and meat 
has not been diminished and will 


‘*God intended the earth 
and all it contains for 


the use of every human 
being and People”’ 
Vatican Il 


“not diminish. In spite of large 


losses of farm equity, the corn 
will be planted, the pigs will be 
fed, the fertilizer applied and 
the grain trains loaded. The flow 
to consumers will continue. The 
financial crisis brings loss of 
wealth but there is very little 
effect on the production or pr- 
ice, ; 

We are at a point where the cor- 
porate hold of our food system 
makes ownership of the land inc- 
onsequential., The transfer of the 
title of the deed of the family 
farm to corporate ownership is 
really the last stage of the tot- 
al corporate take over of our fa- 
rming and food systems in this 
country. The corporate model has 
been in control of farm-related 
industries for many-.years. . 
Farmers have been forced to keep 
up With every new advancement 
(sic) in farm machinery, fertil- — 
izer and-seed development, The 
rule-of thumb has been towards 
largeness in every aspect. Capi- 
tal intensive, pertroleum-based, 
high-tech farming practices have 
become the accepted farming tech- 
niques of our times. Our nations 
cheap (sic) food policy with its 
emphasis on export marketing has 
left the family farmer little to 
bargin with for survival, Every 
producer with whom the farmer 
does business with sets their own 
price but when it comes to the 


farmer marketing their own prod- 


‘ uct, they are at the mercy of the 


market place. 


The farmer is the only prod- 

ucer who does not have the polit- 
ical clout to set their own 
price. “ ; 

The corporate food system whi 
ch is taking over the family farm 
in Iowa, did not come to power 
naturally through the free ent- 
erprise system. The corporate 
way has been helped along at 
every level by governmental 
initiatives: from tax breaks 
for investment farming to cor- 
porate control of agricultural 
research and educational insti- 
tutions, in addition to the gov- 
ernments outright support of a 
cheap food policy and a global 
marketing system. The global 
food system hurts the farmers 
in this country as well as the 
poor in other countries. Third 
wo¥ld countries are notorious for 
farming practices which put a high 
priority on cash crops while ig- 
noring the very basic needs of 
their own people. Such global 
food marketing also hurts the U.S. 
farmer, In the three years of 
1980, 1981, -and 1982, the U.S. 
imported nearly four times more 
red meat than it exported. This 
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Announcements. 


via pacis 


VIA PACIS is published every two 
months by the Des Moines Catholic 
Worker, Box 4551, Des Moines, IA 
50306, Telephone 515-243-0765 or 
243-7471, We maintain Lazarus House 
of Hospitality at 1317 8th St,, a 
temporary shelter for women, 
couples and familiés, and Mén'signor 
Ligutti Library and Peace and Jus- 
tice Center at 1301 8th St, 


MASS is celebrated at Lazarus 
House every Fr°day, 7:30 PM, | 
A great way to visit the WV. ane e 


THERES 7. NG ~ 

Festival eOT A NGI TO ANS THESE 

of ONE OR THEOTHER I~ 
Hope MEAN TOHAVE....” 
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ya In anticipation of the trial of - HARRIET TUBMAN 
. \\ The Silo Pruning Hooks 
i (| ‘ Helen Woodson, Larry Clowd+Morgan 
I hallliy. Bsa 
A Os ane Si oe NON-COOPERATION 
St. Francis Xavier School Cafeteria : THERE IS ALWAYS 
ig a la ae ce ar THE KEENEST DESIRE 
" VIGHL AT MISSILE SILO TO COOPERATE 
piers ice arpa ON THE SLIGHTEST 
PUTLUCK & SHARING & CELEBRATING & PRAYING PRETEXT ; 
Penn Valley Meeting of Friveds, 4405 Gliese Rost t Kansas City, Missouri EVEN WITH. THE 
TRIAL OF THE SILO PRUNING HOOKS WORST 
Federal Bathing’ 811 Grand, Kearay Ciipr Miesourt OF OPPONENTS. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: (913) 621-4285 
TO ME, cans 
: A VERY IMPERFECT 
MORTAL, 


EVER IN. NEED 
OF GOD'S GRACE, 
NO ONE 

IS BEYOND 


REDEMPTION. 


NEEDS 


It's been some time since we 
last listed House. needs but we 
are always in need of the follow- 
ing items: 

Diapers 
Razors 
_ Shampoo 
Toothbrushes 
Toothpaste 
Aspirin/Tylenol 
Blankets 
‘Laundry soap 
Hand tools 
hammers 
screwdrivers 
pliers 
Towels 
Pots & Pans (esp, large ones) 
Silverware 
Cups & Glasses 
Trash bags (large & heavy duty) 
Food (esp. canned goods & pasta) 
Money 


M.K. GANDHT 


Thank you. 


Editor's Note: 

As editor of this rag, I must 
apologize for the absence of Rich- ° 
ard Ciges ans eritique of the First community 
Draft of the Pastoral Letter on ; 

Catholic Social Teaching and the 

U.S. Economy. Richard has -promised Jim Harrington 

that his commentary will be complete Donria Henderson 

by the next issue. : Patti McKee 

Donna tom merrigan 

Norman Searah 
Aaron Waters 
Sharon Waters 
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We ask you to support those 
walking "On the Line" with cards 
and letters. While three -former 
Des Moines Catholic Workers (Terry 
& Genevieve Freil and Wayne Zebel- 
man) have joined the walk, the 
walkers now number less than ten 
and they have encountered a great 
deal of resistance in the Deep 
South. 

The walkers dre walking the line 
followed by the White Train as a > 
way of protesting its cargo of nu- 
clear bombs, carried to the Naval 
Weapons Station near Charleston, 
South Carolina, Their addresses 
along the way are as follows: 


Feb. 5-6 % Gloria Einstein 
1302 Jasmine Circle 
Wayeross, GA 31501 


Feb. 12-14 @ Sister Elizabeth 
St. Pius 
1407 Atlantic Avenue 
Savannah, GA 31401 


Feb. 21-23 % Rob Quick and 
Barbara Newman 
4 Pitt Street 
Charleston, SG 29401 


KINDRED HOUSE soup kitchen and 
daytime drop-in center could use~ 
reading materials, particularly | 
very long novels. Please call 
243-2004 and ask for Thornton. 
Thanks. 


ons 


LOOKING FOR A FEN GOOD WO 


Bread and Roses Catholic Worker 
House is in need of people to come: 
and work here in Olympia, Washing- 
ton. This is what we'd like: 

-- someone deeply into the Catholic 
Worker movement and philosophy, 

-- preferably a woman 

-- someone who can live in a small 
community and town , 
-- a minimum of a one-year commit- 
ment 

Bread and Roses Catholic Worker 
is a house which shelters women, 
children and families. We serve 
lunch and dinner to those in need, 
We have Friday night meetings, we 
garden, do some anti-nuclear/ 
Central American work, and we chop 
wood. 

Anyone interested should write a 
letter about themselves and mail it 
to Lenora Queckborner, 1320 E. 8th, 
Olympia, WA 98501. 
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their milk from fins. This ignorance does 
depe 


ndence onthe farm. 


Easy 


BACK TO CHRIST--BACK TO THE LAND 


Owen Young says: 
“We will never have prosperity 
as long as there is no balance 
between industry and agriculture.” 
The farmer sells i 
in an open market ~ 
and is forced to buy : 
> in a restricted market, 
When the farmer gets 
@ pair of overalls 
for a bushel of wheat 
the. wheat and the overalls 
are on the level, 
When the farmer 
has to give two bushels of wheat 
for a pair of overalls 
the wheat and the overalls 
., axe not on the level, 
Wheat and overalls 
must be on the level, 


Lenin said? 
"The world cannot be half industrial 
and half agricultural.” 
England, Germany, 
Japan and America 
have become industrialized, 
Soviet Russia 
is trying to keep up. 
When a1] the world will be industrialized 
every country 
will be looking for foreign markets. 


But when every comtry will be industrialized 


you will not have foreign markets. 


Gandhi says, 
"Industrialism 1s evil.” 
Industrialism is evil 
because it brings idleness 
both to the capitalist class 
and the working class, 
Idleness does no good 
either to the capitalist class 
or the working class. 
Creative labor 
is what keeps people 
out of mischief, 
Creative labor 
is craft labor. 
Mechanized labor 
is not creative labor, 
Carlyle says: 
“He who has found his work 
let him look for no other blessedness.” 
But workmen 
cannot find happiness 
in mechanized work. 
As Charles Devas says: 
"The great majority having to perform 
some mechanized operation 
which requires little thought 
and allows no originality 
and which concerns an object 
in the transformation of which, 
whether previous or subsequent, 
they have no part, 
cannot take pleasure in their work.” 
As D, Marshall says: 
"Previously the workmen 
fashioned every article 
with his own hands, 
bringing to bear on it 
all the skill of the craft 
which was his; 
now all this is done by machine." 


Eric Gill says: 
"The notion of work has been separated 
from the notion of art. 
The notion of useful has been separated 
from the notion of beautiful. 
The artist, that is to say, 
the responsible workman, 
has been separated from all other workmen, 
The factory hand 
has no Tesponsibllity for what he produces, 
He has been reduced to a sub-human condition 
of intellectual irresponsibility. 
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Industrialism has 4 


and healin without a poper 


many urbon 


SSeNs Or 
lease them ftom afinal 


Peter Maurin 


Essays 


Industrialism has released the artist 


from the es te of making anything useful. 
SO released the workman 
from making anything amusing." 


A Chinese says: 


"I thought I had to become Westernized 
but now I am becoming repatriated. 


The material progress of America 


had dazaled me. - 


I wished while there 


to transplant what I saw to China. 


But now that I am home again 


I see that our two civilizations 
have irreconciliable differences. 


Yours is a machine civilization 


ours is a handicraft civilization. 


Your ‘people work in factories 


our people work in shops, 


Your people produce quantity things 


that are alike; 
our people produce quality things 
that are different. 


What would Western industrialism do to us? 
* Our people would become robots. 
Our cultural traditions 


would be destroyed.” ~ 


Andrew Nelson Lytle says: 


"The escape from industrialism 
is not in socialism or in Sovietism, 
The answer lies in a return to a society 
where agriculture is practiced 
by most of the people. 
It is in fact impossible for any culture 
to be sound and healthy 
without a proper regard for the soil. 
No matter how many urban dwellers 
think that their food 
comes from groceries and delicatessens 
or their milk from tin cans, 
this ignorance does not release then 
from a final dependence upon the farm.” 


Ralph Adams Cram says! 
"What I propose 
is that Catholics should take up 
this back to the land problem : 
and put it into operation. 
Why Catholics? 
Because they realize 
more clearly than any others 
the shortcomings 
of the old capitalist industrial system. 
They alone wmderstand 
that while the family 
is the primary social wit, 
the community comes next. 
And there is 
no sound and righteous 
and enduring commmity 
where all its members 
are not substantially of one mind 
in matters of the spirit-- 
that is to say, of religion.” 


Peter Maurin 


ACTING GooD 


It 1s easier to give "Thanks” 
than to be thankful, 
to do the Works of Mercy 
than to be merciful, 
to pray for peace , 
than to be peaceful, 
to be sanctimonious 
than to be saintly. 
Being good is different 
than acting good, 
though by acting good 
we become good. 
But if our acting good is only good 
acting, 
we are not being good 
but performing. 
Let our lives be an act of love-- 
not a performance. 
Let us put on Christ-- 
not put Christ on. 


- tom merrigan 


-@ poem for peace 
By Fr. Gene Ulses 
silence is shattered, 
earth is gashed- 
a deep 
atomic 
wound. 
warm august day becomes 
cool death-night: 
Black rain, 
‘ rivers of blood. 


it began as a gadget: 
Fat and finned, 
hanging from its tower 
like a fish 
out of water. 
funny what fission and fusion 
can do 
and undo. 


the gadget has grown, 
but bleod is blood. 
hollow eyes still stare 
in pain 
3 and madness, 
and the God-man still weeps. 


we have become shadous, 
our being here no longer sure. 
if earth be gashed 
again, 
who will know 
that we were 
ever 
- here? 


December, 1984 


Kara 


By Brother Dan 


Icare "Kara" 
Celtic word that means 
Lament ‘ 
I am concerned in a stance of 
compassionate 
grief. 
That is what unconditional 
Love 
calls us to: -Kara 
to Lament. 


We loose a part of ourselves 
and gain a part of another. 
Nirected toward Love and 
led to the Creator 


This is reason enough 
to Lament in Joy! 
Quite a paradox 
Lamenting in Joy! 


The fine line between 
Sorrow and Joy 

is distinquished by 

the Climate of the heart 


Dear Frank, 
Some members of our community 
would like to take this opportunity 
to congratulate you on your diacon- 
ate ordination. Others take this 
opportunity to offer their condol- 
ences. In any event, we love ya'. 

The Des Moines 


Catholic Workers page 


Witness at 
SAC Chapel 


Mike Sprong (Des Moines Catholic 
Worker) and Joann Meyers-Allen 
walked onto S.A.Cw (Strategic Air 
Command ) Headquarters, Offutt Air 
Force Base, near Omaha, and poured 
blood on the front doors of the 
S.A.C. chapel. The action on De- 
cember 28 in commemoration of the 
Feast of the Holy Innocents. 

The two went to the chapel to 


expose the lie etched on the stained 


glass windows. The windows depict 


mushroom clouds, B-52 bombers, and a 


5,A.C.-~pilot invoking the words of 
Isaiah, "Here I am Lord. Send me." 

The irony of the Isaiah quote is 
that Isaiah was sent to call Israel 
to repentence for putting their 
trust in military alliances and 
weapons of war, 

After spilling the blood the two 


stood outside the chapel for 20 min- 


utes with a banner that called for 
repentence from war making and the 
removal of the stained lie from the 
windows. After their witness Mike 


and Joann were able to walk off the 


base without being arrested, 

Joann later crossed "the white 
line” with other activists on the 
same day. Released, she crossed 
again and was held for arraignment 
the next morning. Magistrate Peck 
sentenced Joann to six months for 
violation of her probation. 


Mike and Joann given at S.A.C. on 
the day of Holy Innocents: 
"We come today, the Feast of the 


this window and to offer our blood 
innocent victims of war. 


prophet Isaiah, whom God sent to 
warn the people to repent of their 
sins, 


the instruments of war. To do this 
in the House of the Frince of Peace 
is idolatrous and blasphemous. God 
does not tell us to target and bomb 
our brothers and sisters. 


"We come today to state the truth 
of God's word. We beg you, on be- 
half of the innocents, to lay down 
your arms and join us in this cele- 
bration of Life," 


Isaiah 2:4,5 


and impose terms on many peoples, 
They shall beat their swords into 
Plowshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks; 

One nation shall not raise the 
Sword against another, nor shall 
they train for war again, 

O house of Jacob, come, 

let us walk in the light of the 
Lord! 
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The following is the statement of 


Holy Innocents, to expose the lie on 
in exchange for the blood of all the 


"This window uses a quote from the 


Yet this window does not de-" 
pict Isaiah, but rather it glorifies 


God shall judge between the nations, 


Rerleccions from the 
vou toon LIVING Room 


The below zero temperatures have 
driven the multitudes and a dog into 
our home. We keep trying to con- 
vince the dog that we do follow 
Francis but we have no intention 
of providing hospitality for 
animals, ‘She remains unconvinced, 

Nine children grace our home 
these days. On good days their 
playful laughter and shouts bring 
a great joy to our home and, natur- 
ally on bad days the cars and trucks 
racing across the kitchen floor 
drive us crazy. 

During the month of January we 
were blessed with the presence of 
Don Faas and Davia Matz, two St, 
John's University students, Their 
energy was a tremendous asset to 
us. They seemed to enter very 
naturally into the chaos which seems 
to predominate around our house, 

The children particularly enjoyed 
Dave and Don who had endless 
patience with the children and us. 

Right now, most of us are either 
suffering from or recovering from 
the flu or a cold. Guest and com- 
munity, children and adults alike 
have fallen prey to the winter bugs, 
It is musual that everyone should 
succumb to colds and flu but this 
year it hasn't missed anyone who 
calls the Catholic Worker home, 

The only remnant Christmas 
decoration, a red-cheeked Santa 
Claus encircled in flashing lights, 
hangs on the wall of our kitchen, 
While it looks forlorn amidst the 
Potholders and the flyswatters which 
also decorate that wall, it reminds 
us that Christmas may be over but it 
is not gone. Christmas is here in 


Advocate Cor 


Dear friends, ; 

In Bill Simbro's very fine story 
of a visitor's stay at the Trinity 
United Methodist Church basement 
shelter ("Church nooks give shel- 
ter to homeless,"Sun, Reg, Dec .23/ 
84), he points out that many of the 
homeless men he encounters are vic- 
tims of various mental and emotion-— 
al problems, This is true, Nation- 
wide, in more than fifty percent of 
the cases where a person becomes 
homeless, severe emotional problems 
are a major factor. However, it is 
important to make some clarifications, 

First, many people agree that the 
mass de-institutionalization which 
took place in the 60's ana 70's 
flooded our cities with street 
people. Freeing the mentally i1] 
from hospitals eee in reality) 
was-a-noble effort doomed to failure 
due to a complete lack of planning, 
Today, the few Programs which exist 
to assist those afflicted are being 
cut to appease the insatiable ap- 
petite of the Pentagon, And, lest 
anyone think mental illness is the 
only reason people are homeless, how 
would one explain the thousands of 
families bouncing from shelter to 
shelter around the U.S.? 

The second point I want to 
stress is that mental and emotional 
problems know no class distinctions; 
one need only take an historical 


the women, men, and children who 
make our house their home. Christ- 
mas is here in the families who 
seek shelter from the cold. 
Christmas is here in the childrens! 
shouts of joy and in the adults! 
smiles. Christmas is also, here in 
the confusion of those baffled and 
frustrated by the bureaucracy, 
Christmas is definitely here--in 
all its ferms, human and divine. 

The struggle here and everywhere 
is to keep our focus always on that 
Christ child, that special presence 
of God among us, that love of God 
for us and for all. The chaos at 
the Catholic Worker differs fron 
other families and commmities 
only by degree, The chaos will not 
change: the chaos is a given. We 
are assured, however, that Christ 
is present, even amidst that chaos, 
by the generous acts of charity of 
our guests to one another and to us. 

I believe one of the most gener= 
ous acts of charity often seen around 
our house is the willingness of our 
guests to share the little space we 
give them with others. On numerous 
occasions couples, given a room with 
two single beds, have offered anoth- 
er couple sleeping on a couch or 
the floor a bit more privacy by 
sharing their room. The same 
charity is seen when one family, 
able to afford an apartment, offers 
to share it with another family. 
Such good works go on all the time. 
But for the hospitality done by our 
guests we would be €ven more help- 
less before the bureaucracy of social 
services. But hope abowds in our 
guests, 


The Romeless 


look at monarchical families who 
went mad after generations of in- 
breeding. But who cared? They had 
all the wealth. Seriously, anyone 
of us could "go crazy" at any time, 
Yet, just because a person has no 
money, he or she is faced with a 
choice between being denied treat- 
ment or imprisonment. It is impor- 
tant to point out that unemployment 
is also a major factor contributing 
to homelessness. — ; 

Most of all, we need to look at 
what's really insane. Wealthy peo- 
ple becoming wealthier building for 
an insane arms race. Soldiers who: 
experienced the insanity of Viet 
Nam are victims of a dirty war that 
never really ended. In Central Amer- 
ica thousands are murdered every year 
because of a tyranny that can only 
be considered insane. 

Mental and emotional problems, 
homelessness, and war are not iso= 
lated misfortunes; they are very 
Connected, They are the harvest of’ 
hate, violence, and injustice-—- 
seeds planted and cultivated for 


many years, The answer to these 
problems is not internment, charity, 
and fighting, but liberation, just- 
ice, peace, and most of all, faith! 


Michael Sprong 
Des Moines Coalition for the Homeless 


land grab-cont. from pt 


statistic reveals that we were not 
producing enough red meat to feed 
our own people, yet cattle farmers 
in lowa were and are going out of 
business, American farmers cannot 
make a living by raising cattle, 
but large tracts of valuable land 
are being taken out of local food 
production for Third World coun- 
tries to graze cattle for U.s. 
markets, ; 

Bishop Dingman has called this 
corporate take-over of the family 


farm a conspiracy between govern- 
ment and big business, Bishop Ding- 
man's claim is supported by Mark 
Ritchie in his booklet The Loss of 
Our Family Farms: Inevitable Re- 
sults or Conscious Policies? 
Ritchie documents how shortly 
after WWIL the government and 
big business interests, through 
the efforts of the Committee for 
Economic Development, helped form. 
national policies which favored the 
corporate model. ‘Ritchie asserts 
that, "the loss of the family farms 
is not the unfortunate result of 
Policies which failed, but rather 
the result-of carefully .developed 
and successfully implemented poli- 
cies to eliminate family-farmers." 

Most farmers blame the poor 
farming economy, high interest rates 
and the strong U.S. dollar for their 
problems. ‘Some farmers, however, 
are doing well. In fact, the cor- 
porate farmer is making a great 
deal of money. According to a No- 
vember 23, 1984, article in the 
Des Moines Register, 'Biggest Farms 
Thrive Despite Debt Burdens," farm- 
ers who have annual sales of $500, 
000 or more a year earn 48% of the 
net farm income. These farmers 
account for 1% of the total farm 
population and their model of 
farming is the corporate model, 
Farming in lowa is fast becoming 
a business rather than a way of 
life. Agri'culture' as a way of 
life is quickly disappearing and 
agri'business" will be just one 
more sector of the mega-multina- 
tional coporate structure’ that 
controls every aspect of our 
daily lives. As this trend con- 
tinues, Bishop Dingman's warning 
of revolutionary conditions in the 
heartland of America will become 
more of a reality. 

The radical shift from family 
to corporate farming has not come 
about overnight. The shift has 
been in the making for over four 
‘decades and, in large part, upon 
an accepting rural population. 


Rural people have always been sen- 
sitive to their perceived image. 
Urban people are perceived as 
sophisticated and cultured while 
rural folks are perceived as 
backward and simplistic. Urban 
populations were the first ta 
enjoy the benefits of the in- 
dustrial and technological advances. 
After WWII, through the efforts of 
the Committee for Economic Devel- 
opment and other similar interest 
groups, an intentional campaign 
was launched to reduce the num- 
ber of farmers, despite the fact 
thet it was the family farmer who 
fed the nation while it was at war 
and who fed the millions suffering 
from its aftermath. Farming moved 
from a labor intensive operation 
to a high-tech and capital inten- 
sive operation. All sectors of 


_ and richer. 


agriculture are developing methods 
which require fewer and fewer peo- 
ple and yet expand productive cap- 
abilities, Every year an increas- 
ing number of farmers left the land 
while those remaining grew bigger 
Fr, Fred Reischel, 

my pastor/supervisor here in Corn- 
ang, would say, "The only thing a 
farmer wants is the property ad- 
jacent to his." In this way the 
farmers who survived each blood- 
letting saw themselves as being 
among the best food producers the 
world has ever known. These farm- 
ers maintained and believed the 
illusion of being independent, 
owner-cperators of their farms; 
however, with each new advance- 
ment in farming they lost more 
and more of their original in- 
dependence, 

Farmers became caretakers of 
their ow land as larger and more 
sophisticated farm machinery and 
better and more expensive strains 


of seeds and fertilizers became a 


necessity. The ‘banks and other 
lenders became more involved in 
the farmer's decisionmaking, The 
farmer seemed to have less and 
less control of the way af farm- 
ing while taking all the risk. 
Today, most farmers in Iowa do 
not operate a diversified oper- 
ation. They grow grains or raise 
livestock for cash.lowa farmers have 
forgotten how to survive on their 
own land. The self-sufficiency 
upon which their original inde- 
pendence was based has been lost. 
Farmers eat the same food that 
city folks do. They wear the 
same clothes as city folks do. 
They use the same consumer goods 
as city folks do. They are as 
dependent on the same consumer 
"grid" as any city dweller. In 
this way rural people already 
embody the 'spirit' of the cor- 
porate world. 

The corporate take-over of the 
family farm and its food system 
has taken its toll on the land. 
Modern farming techniques irrever- 
sibly damage the land and endan- 
ger the environment upon which 
the human race depends. Loss of 
topsoil from poor soil conservation 
practices, poisoning of drinking 
water from the over-use of chemi- 
cal fertilizers and the depletion 
of vital water tables from the 
intensive modern irrigation are all” 
part of the harvest modern, corpor- 
ate farming is sowing for our fu- 
ture, 


Corporate farming has also 
drastically altered the face of 
rural communities. Small tows 
have disappeared and medium-sized 
towns, like Corning, may not sée 
the turn of the century. Schools, 
churches, and rural businesses all 
suffer from this radical shift, 

For every five farms lost a rural 
business is closed. The corporate 
answer to rural redevelopment is 

to locate small factories in rural 
communities, This insures a cons- 
tant supply of cheap labor for both 
the corporate farm and the small 
factory. 

For many, the shift from family 
farming to corporate farming is the 
inevitable way of the future, "the 
price of progress," Yet, for others 2 
the corporate take-over does not 
sit right. Theirs is an instinc- 
tive resentment to the loss of 
land ownership, 


Rural Iowa is at a crucial mo- 
ment in its history. The momentum 
of the corporate spirit is awesome. 
Yet, the basic instinct~for widely 
dispersed land ownership is as deep 
an. American experience as freedom 
itself. The corporate spirit and 
widely dispersed land ownership 
are at odds with each other. 

I believe, as does Bishop Ding- 
man, that the continued concen- 
tration of land into fewer and 
fewer hands is setting up the con- 
ditions for revolution in rural 
America, It is not mrelated to 
the other revolutionary struggles 
humanity is facing today. We 

need to stop this insane arms race 
and prevent ourselves from blow- 
ing ourselves off the face of the 
globe. We need to make the world 
a more humane place to live for 
the vast. majority of people in 
the Third World coumtries, in addi- 
tion to those living below the: 
poverty line in the First World 
countries. We need to defend the 
human rights of every person on 

the globe regardless of which of 
the super powers spheres of influ- 
ence they reside, We need to fight 
the militarization of our societies 
and learn to live without sanction- 
ed, state violence. Fighting for 
the family farm is related to each 
of these struggles and we cannot 
afford not to make the connections 
known as we struggle for a better 
life in rural Iowa, The world is 


-So small these days that we are 
all in it together. 
for one now must be 
Bal 


A victory 
a victory of 


ALABAMA 


Bread & Roses House of..Hospitality 
200 North 60th Street 

Birmingham, AL 35212 

* (205) 551-4317 


ARIZONA 


Casa Maria 

4ol East 26th Street 
Tueson, AZ 85713 

* (602) 624-0312 


CALTFORNTA 
Zedakah Hospitality House 
&21 East 6th Street , ~ 


Los Angeles, CA 90021 
* (213) 626-9087 
972-9656 


Amnon Hennacy Hospitality House 
632 North Brittania Street 

Les Angeles, CA 0033 

* (213) 267-8789 


Peter Maurin House 
2232 Island Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92102 
* (619) 231-8020 


Catholic Worker of San Diego, Inc. 
3159 Imperial Avenue 

San Diego, CA 92102 

* (619) 233-0519 


Catholic Worker de Junipero Serra 
62 North Hevbron 

Salinas, CA 93905 

* (408) 424-1102 


Redwood City Catholic Worker 
cL5 Cassia Street 

Redwood City, CA 94063 

* (415) 366-4415 


Martin de Porres House 
2825-23rd Street 

San Francisco, CA 94110 
* (415) 550-9091 - 


Oakland Catholic Worker 
4848 Hast 14th Street 
Oakland, CA 94601 

* (415) 533-7375 


Stanley Vishnewski House 
1505-19th Avenue 
Oakland, CA 94604 

* (415) 535-2268 


Casa de Clara 

318 North 6th Street 

San Jose, CA 95112 

* (408) 297-8330 
998-0393 


Sheep Ranch Catholic Worker Farm 
16777 Armstrong Road 

Eox 53 

Sheepranch, CA 92560 

* (209) 728-2193 


Santa Rosa Catholic Worker 
606 Wilson Street 

Box 3364 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

* (707) 526-4177 


Sacramento Catholic Worxer 
619-12th Street 
Sacranento, CA 95814 

* (916) 442-5321 


COLORADO 


Denver Catholic Worker 
2420 Welton Street 
Denver, CO 80205 

* (303) 573-8830 


Erimias Community 
The Boarding House 
Box 216 

Cokedale, GO 81032 
* (303) 346-2308 


CONNECTICUT 


Guadalupe House 

79 Beacon Street 
BOx 1343 

Waterbury, CT 06721 
* (203) 753-5676 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


St, Francis Catholic Worker/West 
1115 Sixth Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
* (202) 628-1365 

842-3684 

63€-8762 
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St, Francts Catholic Worker/North 
503 Rock Creek Church Road, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20010 
* (202) 829-0340 

722-9391 


GEORGIA 


Open Door Community . 
910 Ponce de Leon Avenue, NE 
Atianta, GA 30306 
* (404) 874-9652 

377-2110 


ILLINOIS 


Anawim House 

509 North Genesee Street 
Waukegan, IL 60085 

* (312) 662-3990 


Siena House _ 

3016 North Troy 
Chicago, IL 60618 
* (312) 539-7795 


St, Elizabeth's House 
7635 North Bosworth 
Chicago, IL 60626 

* (312) 465-3250 


Shantidas House 
4883 North Kennore 
Chicago, IL 60640 
* (312) 728-5340 


St, Francis House 
4652 North Kenmore 
Chicago, IL 60640 
* (312) 561-5073 


Dorothy Day House 

9013-20th Street 

Rock Island, IL 61201 

* (309) 786-1737 
786-0157 


St, Martin's House 
225 South Saratoga 
Peoria, IL 61605 
* (309) 673-1861 


Clare House 

703 East Washington . 
Bloomington, IL 61704 
* (815) 743-5978 


St. Jude's House 
1308 West University 
Urbana, IL 61801 
* (217) 328-1446 


INDIANA 


House of Bread & Prayer 
516 Adams Avenue 
Evansville, IN 47713 
* (812) 425-6754 


~ IOWA 


Lazarus House 
1317-8th Street 

Box 4551 

Des Moines, IA 50306 
* (515) 243-0765 


Ligutti House 
1301-8th Street 

Des Moines, TA 50314 
* (515) 243-7471 


Kindred House 

713 Indiana Avenue 
Des Moines, IA 50314 
* (515) 243-2004 


St. Francis House 
321 East 8th Street 
Waterloo, IA, 50703 
* (319) 232-2116 


Sioux City Catholic Worker 
1110-10th Street 

Sioux City, IA 51105 

* (712) 255-6113 


Casa Cancion’ de Maria 
382 East 21st Street 
Dubuque, IA- 52001 

* (319) 583-2043 


Dorothy Day Community CW Farm 
Box 40, RR# 

Williamsburg, IA 52361 

* (319) 668-2786 


St. John of the Cross Catholic Worker 


1027-5th Avenue, SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403 
* (319) 362-9041 


Catholic Worker 
2733 Avenue N 
Fort Madison, IA 52627 


* (319) 372-2983 


~ Davenport Catholic Worker 
806 West Sth Street 
Box 3813 
Davenport, IA 52802 
* (319) 324-8457 
322-0150 


KANSAS 


Shalom Catholic Worker House 
2100 North i3th Street 
Kansas City, KS 66104 ~ 

* (913) 321-2206 


St, Francis Catholic W ki 
618 North Adams ee 
Junction City, KS 66444 

* (913) 238-4360 


MARYLAND 


Viva House 

26 South Mount Street 
Baltimore, MD 21223 
* (301) 233-2049 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Mustard Seed Catholic Worker 
93 Piedmont Street 
Worcester, MA 01609 
* (617) 756-3397 


Haley House 

23 Dartmouth Street 

Boston, MA 02116 

* (617) 262-2940 
262-5781 


MICHIGAN 


Day House 

2640 Trumbull 
Detroit, MI 48216 
* (313)- 963-4539 


Obonaudsawin Catholic Worker F. 
4218 Babcock ‘ ." 


Lexington, MI 48450 
* (513) 359-5295 


Ammon Hennacy House 
241 Charles Street, SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
* (616) 4548404 


MINNESOTA 


St. Joseph's House 

2101 Portland Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 

* (612) 874-8867 


Dorothy Day Hospitality House 
1431-2nd Street SW 

Rochester, MN 55901 

* (507) 282-5172 


Jean Donovan House 

611 South 8th Avenue ~ 
St, Cloud, MN 56301 

* (612) 252-1018 


Dorothy Day House of Hospitality 


714-8th Street South 
Moorhead, MN 56560 
* (218) 233-5763 

a 


MISSOURI 


Cass House 

1849 Cass Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63106 
* (314) 231-5819 


Ella Dixon House 
1540 North 17th 
St. Louis, MO 63106 
* (314) 231-2039 


Karen House 

1840 Hogan Street 
St. Louis, MO 63106 
* (314) 621-4052 


Holy Family House 
908/912 Bast 31st Street 
Kansas City, MO 64109 
* (816) 753-2677 


NEW JERSEY 


Leavenhouse 

644 State Street 
Camden, NJ 08102 
w (609) 966-4596 


NEW YORK 


St. Joseph's House 
36 East 1st Street 
New York NY 10003 
* (212) 254-1640 


Maryhouse 

55 East 3rd Street 
New York NY 10003 
* (212) 777-9617 


Arthur Sheehan House 
314-Lth Street 
Brooklyn, NY 24215 
* (212) 988-1426 


Peter Maurin Catholi¢ Worker Farn 
RD #1, Box 8 

Marlboro, NY 12542 

* (914) 236-4774 


Unity Kitchen 

385 West Onondaga Street 
Box 650 

Syracuse, NY 13204 

* (315) 475-6761 


Dorothy Day House 

145 West Beard Avenue 
Syracuse, NY 13205 

* (315) 476-0617 


Unity Acres 

County Route #2 

Box 153 

Orwell, NY 13426 

* (315) 298-6215 
298-9980 


Zacchaeus House 

17 Carhart Ayenue 
Binghampton, NY 13905 
* (607) 729-2782 


Maranatha Catholic Worker 
2115 Tenth Street, Box 73 
Niagra Falls, NY 14305 
* (716) 284-6054 


St. Joseph House of Hospitality 
402 South Avenue, Box 1062 
Rochester, NY 14603 

* (716) 232-3262 

Bethany House 

169 St, Bridget's Drive 
Rochester, NY 14605 

* (716) 454-4197 


OHIO 


Our Lady of the Wayside, The Croft, 
Guadalupe House 
38135 Golorado Avenue 
Avon, OH 44011 
* (216) 934-6152 
934-5309 


¥WORKER 


Cleveland Catholic Worker Center 
4241 Lorain Avenue 

Cleveland, OH 44113 

* (216) 281-6854 


Dorothy Day Commmity 
3008 Clinton Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
* (216) 771-0875 


OKLAHOMA 


Stanley Rother House 
749 North Denver 
Tulsa, OK 74106 
* (918) 583-4402 


OREGON 


Round Table House 
5252 NE 17th Street 
Portland, OR 97211 
* (503) 288-1888 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Duncan Porter House 
1332 Sheffield Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233 
* (412) 231-2766 


St, Francis Inn 

2444 Kensington Avenue 
Box 3746 

Philadelphia, PA 19125 
* (215) 423-5845 


St. Joseph House 
2436 North Front Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19133 
* (215) 423-9848 


RHODE ISLAND 


Amos House 

56 Somerset Street 
Providence, RI 02906 
* (401) 272-0220 


Advent House 

191 Linwood Street 
Providence, RI 02907 
* (401) 273-8046 


McCauley House a - 
163 Niagra Street 
Providence, RI 02907 


* (401) 944-9013 


TENNESSEE 


St. Rose House 
1472 Court Avenue 
Memphis, TM 38104 
* (901) 274-1882 


Joseph Leppert Ho. 
1002 Tully Beeegt 
Benphis, TX 38107 
* (901) 522-1820 


Su Casa =a 
6385 Given Avenue 
Memphis, TK 38122 
* (901) 685-1579 


TEXAS 


Casa Dorothy Day 
4909 Eastside 
Box 222194 
Dallas, TX 75222 
* (2145 824-1012 


Casa Juan Diego 
4818 Rose Street 
Box 70113 

Houston, TX 77270 
* (713) 869-7376 


WASHINGTON 


Pacem in Terris 
331-17th Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98112 
* (206) 322-2447 


Bread & Roses House 
1320 East 8th Avenue 
Box 26999 

Olympia, WA 98507 

* (206) 754-4085 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Hospitality House 
Box 509 ° 
Alderson, WV 24910 
* (304) 445-2769 
45-2980 


John Filliger Catholic Worker Farm 
Rt, #7, Box 48F 

Alderson, WV 24910 

* (304) 445-2769 3 


Catholic Worker Farm 
Rt. #1, Box 413 
West Hamlin, WV 25571 


* (304) 824-7249 


Romero House 

400 Forest Avenue 

Box 942 

Morgantown, WV 26505 
* (304) 291-1418 


WISCONSIN oe = 


Casa Maria 

1131 North 21st Street 
Box 05943 

Milwaukee, WI 53233 
* (414) 3h4-5745 


Catholic Worker Institute 
Emmaus Commmity 

605 North 25th Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53233 

* (444) 344-2497 


CATHOLIC WORKER ARCHIVES 

Marquette University Memorial Library 
1415 West Wisconsin Avenue 

Milwaukee, WI 

* (4414) 224-7256 


AUSTRALIA 


Brisbane Catholic Worker 
238 Boundary Street 

P.O. Box 187 

West End, Q., 4101 
AUSTRALIA 

* (Tel. #) 445649 


CANADA 


Magi House 

634 Sherbrook 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
CANADA R3B 2X1 

* (204) 783-0674 


Benedict Labre House 
308 Young Street 
Montreal, Quebec 
CANADA HX 262 


St. Joseph Catholic Worker Farm 
RR #2 

Ripon, Quebec 

CANADA 


Patricia House 
1224 Ottawa Street 
Montreal, Quebec 
CANADA HX 282 


they're good folks, of course! 


OTHER HOSPITALITY HOUSES 


House of Hospitality 

425 South Weber 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
* (303) 635-5078 


St, Vincent de Paul Places 
323 Main‘ Street 
Norwich, CT 06360 

* 9-7374 
617 Main Street 
Middletowm, CT 06457 

* (203) 344-0097 


-Thomas Merton House of Hospitality 
80 Elm Street 

« Bridgeport, CT 06604 

* (203) 367-9036 


Community for Creative Non-Violence 
425 Second Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

* (202) 737-5280 ~ 


Community for Creative Non-Violence 
Euclid House 

1345 Euclid Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20009 

* (202) 667-6407 


Koinonia Partners 

Rt, #2 

Americus, GA 31709-9986 
* (912) 924-0391 


Iowa City Emergency Housing Project 
331 North Gilbert 

Towa City, IA 52240 

* (319) 351-0326 


Dorothy Hunce House 
15 First Street 
Bucksport, ME 04416 
* (207) 469-2107 


HOME Co-ops 
INA) 

Orland, ME 04472 
* (207) 469-7961 


Jonah House 

1933 Park Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21217 
* (301) 669-6265 


Wellspring House 
302 Essex Avenue 
Gloucester, MA 01930 
* (617) 281-3221 


Rosie's Place = 

1662 Washington Street 
Boston, MA 02118 

* (617) 536-4652 . 


Noah's Raft 

439 Park Place 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
* (616) 343-3875 


St. Francis House 
901 Rangeline 
Columbia, MO 65201 
* (314) 875-4913 


Francis House 
1902 Cuming Street 
Omaha, NE 68102 
* (402) 341-1218 


Siena House 

804 North 19th Street 
Omaha, NE 68102 

* (402) 341-1824 


Sisters of the Good Shepherd 
St, Ann's 
110 Bast 12th Street 
New York, NY 10003 
reece 475-2 
Cor Mariae 
251 West 14th Street 
New York, NY 10011 
* (212) 929-9837 


Emmaus House 

160 West 120th Street 
New York, NY 10027 
* (212) 662-7507 


Pius V House 

106-12 Liverpool Street 
Jamaica, NY 11435 

* (212) 657-5610 


St. Herman's House of Hospitality 
Monastery of the Little Brothers 
4440 Franklin Boulevard 
Cleveland, OH 44113 

* (216) 961-3806 


Casa Romero 

311 Wentz 

San Benito, TX 78586 
* (512) 399-4221 


by Cindy Blake 


In this past year I have had 
a central issue weighing on my 
‘heart, That issue has been doing 
civil disobedience because of the 
arms race. 1 do not consider my- 
self to be striving. I believe that 
the Spirit has laid this‘on my 
heart. The reason I believe this 
is because until 14 years ago I 
was totally politically ignorant. 
You may check this out with any of 
amy past friends. 

In your church I have voiced my. 
opinions, using scripture when I 
do, being very careful not to quote 
out of context. I have been told 
that I am ‘rebelling against God' 
when I very clearly see I am doing 
the opposite, I have no strength 
within myself to be able to take 
eriticism but I continually retwm 
to your church, I believe your 
church to be a very enlightened, 
Spirit-filled and Spirit-led con- 
gregation. I believe you to be a 
man that seeks God's will contin- 
ually. You have a vision for your 
ehurch. A vision that I support 
whole-heartedly. 

I know that most people in your 
church are 'Pro-life'-referring to 
the abortion issue. I agree. How- 
ever, how can a group believe in 
"Pro-life’ and still support the 
arms race? It seems to be that 
they're for protecting the child 
while in the womb but it's a ‘free 
for all’ once the child is bom. 

As a Christian I cannot support 
.the arms race, I do tax resistance 
because 62¢ out of every tax dollar 
goes to the military, As a Side 
point may I point out that Reagan's 
recent budget calls for a $30 
billion increase in military spend- 
ing. In order to get this $30 
billion Reagan wants to totally cut 
Legal Aid to the poor, school lmch 
programs and a few other programs 
that benefit people. The arms race 
benefits no one. 

I have been told we must support 
Reagan and his military policies be- 
cause if we don't have deterrence 
the commmists could come in and 
‘kill all Christians. I submit that 
all people are God's people and that 
we aren't trusting and having faith 
in God to protect us. Whatever 
happened to Matt. 5:44 
where Jesus says, "Love your 
enemies, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which de- 
spitefully use you, and persecute 
you." Notice that Jesus does not 
say arm yourselves for evil is 
upon us. How loving is it to 
send up a satellite that will lis- 
ten in on Soviet commmications? 
If they did that to us we'd be 
having fits. The Soviet Union 
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is but 50-60 years old. All the 
leaders ate old people who are 
paranoid because of our power and 
threats. Their internal structure 
isn't solid, I don"t think that they 
could unify to attack us. Of course 
they react badly. The danger is 
that Satan has got the church be- 
lieving that communism is his tool so 
that we forget and ignore the kin- 
ship we have with all the people of 
the world. Can anyone in the church 
look at me and tell me that all 
“people aren't our sisters and ‘ 
brothers through creation? They may 
not be in Christ but that's our 
commission as Christians. Even ‘ 
Gandhi said, "God sits in the man 
opposite me; therefore to injure 

him is to injure God himself." What 
about Matt. 25-"if you do these 
things to the least of my brethren 
you do them to me." 

Back to my original. point- 

I don't pay taxes and bécause of 
this I'm rebelling against God. 

In your sermon on 2-3-85 you said, 
"Woe to you if you can't see the evil 
out there and discemm."” I admit 
that I'm taking this out of context 
of the sermon but the point is ex- 
cellent. I feel I've seen the evil 
and I will, through God's help, act 
against it much as Martin Luther, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. or Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer. Would your church say 
that Lech Walensa in Poland was 
rebelling against God because he 
opposes the authorities or churches - 
that meet in Russia are rebelling 
against God because they meet and 
have been told not to? 

People have said I rebel against 
God because of Romans 13:1-7- I 
first ask you to read the verse just 
prior to that. Romans 12:21, "Do 
not be overcome by evil, but over- 
come evil with good." There are a 
few other passages that people take 
out of context to justify war-re- 
gardiess that for the first three 
centuries, Christians were pacifists, 
but I see the Rom, 13:1-7 as the 
scripture to be addressed. You may 
read the text it is too long to print 
here, I must say that I believe 
Paul to be referring to civil auth- 
ority as Paul does not mention war 
in the text. I do not contest the 
need for a civil law. When Paul- 
says the thing about ‘pumishing 
wrongdoers' only a civil authority 
could do this. In war we aren't - 
necessarily punishing the supposed 
wrong-doer, there-are innocent 
people killed as well, I recommend | 
a book entitled "New Testament 
Basis of Peacemaking" by Richard 
McSorley for those who want to see 
this argument more fully, I will 
quote him hére, “The Christian does 


\ 


- could preach the gospel. 


not deny that civil authority 

comes from God, S/he affirms that 
there are certain government acti- 
vities which the Christian conscience 
can never endorse, He gives loyal- 
ty where due to Caesar, but he 
recognizes that when the point is 
reached that a choice must be made 
between Caesar and Christ,s/he must 
follow Christ." 

The church in Hitler's Germany 
obeyed Romans 13 and they did not, 
on the whole, speak out against his 
racist policies because they didn't 
want to be shut down so that they 
I submit 
their gospel was totally ineffective. 
They may have been preaching it 
but they weren't living it. The 
churches- could have peaceably stopped 
Hitler or hidden Jews or acted any 
number’ of peaceful ways. The USA 
could also have peaceably stopped 
Hitler except that-he was *bene- 
fitting us economically much the 
same way as in South Africa with its 
apartheid policies that benefit 
us economically. I haven't heard 
our church speak out. against this 
racism. Imust admit I am able to 
attend only half the Sundays be- 
cause of my job. 

I guess that it's coming through 
that I am angry at Christians who 
support the war machine because, in 
my opinion, they are supporting 
something that kills Gods people, 

I keep hearing, "President Reagan is 
a Christian." Well, Christ said that 
we would be known by our fruit. 

I believe that it is timethat 
the church spoke out and acted on 
Jesus’ call to “love our enemies" 
It's too limited to think that 
Jesus just meant people that we know 
and don't like, 

I believe in loving people with 
the love of Christ. I don't believe 
that church and state should always 
mix but when the state is perse- 
cuting people-the poor at this 
point in this country and the rest 
of the world economically, then I 
believe Christians have the right, 
the authority, and the duty to 
speak and act out. People will 
believe in Christ when they see th 
love. ‘See John 15:8,12-17, e 

I've been reading "Gravediggers 
File," The American church is 
complacent and rich, This is right 
where Satan wants us. Isn*t it 
time that we began to act as people 
of faith? 

Pastor, I could continue but it 
would only be more arguments. I've 
said what I"ve felt I must. I re- 
spect your calling, your opinion, I 
see God's hand in your preaching, 

I welcome response, I will also 

say that Iplan on continuing at your 
church because of your vision of 
hospitality, however, if you feel 

me to be wrong and you don't want me 
saying these things to members of 

the congregation-if you feel me to 

be causing contentions, then I will 
respect it if you ask me to not 
return to your church, I open myself 
up for, that-decision from you. I 
have no objection if you wish to read 
or share this letter with others as 

I am printing it in Via Pacis- 
without your name or church of course. 

As a side, I a submitting myself 
to the authorities, as I am writing 
a letter to the IRS as to why I 
won't pay taxes. I would also recom- 
mend the book "Holy Disobedience: 
When Christians must resist the State," 
by Lynn Buzzard and Paula Campbell. 


In Christ, searching for God's Will, 
Cindy 
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Norman’s Whereadoucs 


Dear Mom, 
I thought that I would write 
another letter to you in our news- 

letter, Christmas went well, so 
well that I'm somewhat still pass- 
ing out gifts to people. I'm try- 
ing to bring a little joy to then, 
even though things may not be go- 
ing well for them. I know that the 
little joy that I'm giving them 
isn't enough really to make what 
joy they may have last for a long 
time. I've been learning alot of 
things about sharing things with 
people and how other people share 
in order for them to get something 
in return. I've been learning this 
from the people that are living on 
the railroad tracks. I've helped 
out quite a few of them along with 
Simon, who I wrote about in my last 
letter, ‘Simon is doing 0.K. He's 
still in either Canada or Alaska. 
There's not too many people liv- 
ing on the railroad tracks, Since 
the weather's been cold, I've lin- 
ited my trips to the railroad 
tracks to about one trip a week to 
find out how people are doing and 
what they need. 


I'l] bring them some clothes. With 
all the cold weather they get some- 
what worried about getting frost- 
bitten or even sick that I'll tell 
them that I'll take them to a hos- 
pital to see a doctor, ‘Sometimes 
we get into arguing and somewhat, 
fighting about whether or not I 
should take them. The outcome is 
sometimes good when they realize 
that the trip to the hospital 
meant alot. I'm hoping to bring 
some of them up to the Worker some 
time so they can take a bath and 
maybe get some clean clothes and 
at the same time wash some clothes 
over at the Kindred House, 

I'm also looking for some lock- 
ers for most of the people that 
live on the street. The reason is 
that for most of them whatever they 
may have on them is all they own, 
if they have a little more they 
carry it around with them or they- 
store it in a locker at the bus 
station where they have to move 


their stuff in another locker to 
prevent them from getting locker 
fines. The people at Kindred have 
built some shelves for the people 
that live on the street, so they 
can have a place to store their 
belongings while they are there, 
A few people got into stealing 
from one another so I thought the 
best way may be to try to find 
some lockers just like the high 
schools have, instead of storing 
them there they can have a safe 
place to store their belongings 
like clothes and whatever, 

I often talk about the idea of 
lockers to alot of people. As 

I look around and ask about lock- 
ers and the things that lockers 
would do like stopping people 
from stealing from one another 
and giving a person a place to 
start again by having a place 
store clean clothes, some writing 
stuff, and whatever. 

You're probably wondering where 
most of the street people stay at 
night, Mike Sprong, one of our 
community members, helped open up 
a shelter at a local church base- 
ment a couple of years ago which is 
home to a few of the guys who sleep 


I bring them things 
like food and blankets and sometimes 


there because they could never 
afford to stay or could not survive 
at the missions in Des Moines. Jim 
Harrington has been helping Mike 
on the issue of homelessness and 
has been our social service out- 
reach person. I find him to be’ 
a good friend. 

Let me tell you =bout the 
others in our community, Mon. 
Sharon and her son Aaron makes 
everyone kind of happy alot, 
She and Tom Merrigan along with 
Donna Henderson are our Spanish 
interpreters. Tom's a good person 
to work with, He along with know- 
ing alot about colleges and other 
stuff like Donna who I admire alot 
and and who also know alot more than 
Ido. She sometimes makes me feel 
like I'm back with you. Then there 
is Patti McKee. She and Tom work 
at the same place alot. She isa 
good hard worker. In fact, they 


are all good at doing somethings 


which others can't, Then again 
another con do a better job than 
some but is working just the 
same, : 

Mom, I have a friend. Her name 
is Sheryl. I wrote a little bit 
about her last time. She is in 
jail for life. In jail for some- 
thing she did wrong. She's got 
three beautiful children which is 
all she has besides her mother who 
Sheryl feels won't be around long. 
So, the children are her life, 
Whenever they visit her she is 
happy as long as they are right 
there, Right now the State or 
a few people want to take them 
away from her. Even though she's 
in jail she trys to make sure 
they're O.K. and makes sure that 
they are doing well in school. 

So right now, I'm telling people 
to pray for her and mothers like 
her who aren't in jail but have 
the same problems with people 
taking their children away from 
then. 

I could go on writing and 
telling you alot more about the 
people I live with and do alot 
with, but the day is almost over 

- and I'm falling asleep. I want 
you to know that I love you and 


the family. Idont know what more 
to say. ‘ 
Love, 
Norman 
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BOILING FROGS 


If you place a frog in boiling 
water, the story goes, it will jump 
out; but if you place it in room- 
temperature water and slowly turn up 
the heat, the frog will boil to 
death. Boiling Frogs Affinity 
Group believes that the analogy 
fits for Central America, and for 

~U.S. opponents of North American 
intervention there. We support 
the Pledge of Resistance, commit 
acts of resistance in case of an 
all-out U.S. invasion of Nicaragua; 
but we cannot stand idly by while 
the U.S. slowly tightens the screws 
of its “covert” war against Nicar- 
gua, slowly and steadily. 

The Boiling Frogs Affinity Group 
chose to target Senator Grassley be- 
cause of his support for the admin- 
istration"s position, and because he 
has successfully avoided meeting with 
any of the several hundred Iowans 
who have visited Nicaragua, We in- 
formed his Washington office that 
we would be arriving at his lowa 
offices on January 4th, and would 
not be leaving until he set a date 
for an open, public meeting in lowa 
to discuss Central American issues. 

That Friday morning, our first 
attempt at dialogue with Grassley's 
key aides was disappointing. While 
the staffers in the Des Moines 
office were friendly, Grassley's 
scheduling aide hung up on us. 

Only after several hours of wait- 
ing in the Senator's lowa offices 
was he more willing to talk with 

us. Meanwhile, without our knowing 
it, Grassley had flown into Waterloo 
and met with several Iowans there 
who had been to Nicaragua, Several 
hours of direct action had accom- 
plished what several years of 
lobbying had not. 

The sit-ins reached a negotia- 
ted settlement that was a compro- 
mise. Grassley agreed to speak with 
a small group, with the condition 
that a larger, public meeting be 
on the agenda of that meeting. 

With less than twenty-four hours 
notice, twenty people gathered in 
Des Moines on January 15 to share 
their concerns with Senator Grass- 
ley about his taking the administra- 
tion at face value on Central Amer- 
ica. Grassley agreed to consider 

a public meeting. 

Instead, on January 3oth, 
Grassley decided on small meetings 
scheduled for February 12th in Des 
Moines; the 13th in Dubuque; and 
the 14th in Cedar Rapids, Boiling 
Frogs may be back in his office 
on these days, since constituent in- 
put is not apparently valuable to him 
on this issue. 


*Special thanks to the Iowa Idea 
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LETTERS 


A Letter to the Editor of The Indianapolis News 


The “ethics of force" proposed 
by Secretary of State George Schultz 
to justify the current U.S. pol- 
icy toward Nicaragua continues to 
devastate our people here, "Our 
moral principles should not deter 
us" in dealing with terrorists, 

Mr. Schultz is quoted as saying. 
But who is terrorizing my Nicara- 
guan parishioners? If your readers 
have any doubts, they should contact 
people who visited our parish in 
December, 1984, like the Rev. Don- 
ald L. Carver of the Iowa United 
Methodist Conference, and who 
talked with people worried if 
"Black Bird" (the U.S. sowud-bar- 
rier-breaking spy plane) will 
returmm, or if the Contras will make 
good on their threats, having al- 
ready killed 13 civilians within 
the parish area, 

Who but Mr, Reagans "freedom 
fighters" (the Contras) ambushed 
a vehicle with 31 coffee, pickers 
last month, killike 21 of them in- 
stantly? Who but the same "free- 
dom fighters" left Samuel, another 
parishioner, with horrible bums 
over his whole upper body? Who 
but the Republican White House and 
the U.S. Senate seem intent on for- 
cing Nicaragua to keep a large 
standing infantry in self-defense 
(and I thank Goa they are aromd 
to protect us from the wmprinci- 
pled Contras) and thus put a stag- 
gering drain on the economy? For 
example, the husband and oldest son 
of Hosa, our church housekeeper, 
are in wiiform to protect the cof- 
fee pickers rather than doing pro- 
ductive civilian work. Rosa, who 
has already had one son killed by 
the "freedom fighters" rums the 
high risk of loosing more than just 
sleep. 


Today, I passed a stack of bags 
filled with wheat and labelled, 


"Gift of Canada"; I walked by the 
town's high school build by the 
government of Denmark; I heard 
about the good work of the town's 
Spanish doctor; I thought of the 
young Bible school teacher whose 
work is made easier by glasses 
fitted at the optical center do- 
nated by France; and, finally, I 
read that in March Mr, Reagan and 
the Republican Senate are going to 
renew attempts to finance hostil- 
ities against Nicaragua. So much 
for "the land of the free and the 
home of the brave," whose moral 
principles seem more akin to those 
of South Africa than Abraham Lin- 
coln. : 

Can't the United States do bet- 
ter than that? Perhaps by reminding 
Senator Lugar, now chairman of the 
U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee, that at the end of December 
of 1984, the Mexican Senate made 
the Spartan-Athenian comparison: 
"While the U.S. insists on armed 
force (in Central America) Mexico 
points out that the only viable 
alternative is diplomatic nego- 
tiation and peaceful co-existence." 
Can't U.S. Christians convince 

Mr. Lugar that there is nothing 
ethical about the Republican Party's 
Nicaraguan policy? On the contrary, 
there is much that is immoral, And 
should some still doubt, let‘ them 
others footsteps by visiting us 


PARTY: 


here in Nicaragua, praying with the 
mothers of the war dead, and then 
lunching with them in our parson- 
age. 

Fr, Bernard Survil 


Fr, Bernard Survil served as a 
teacher between 1970 and 1974 in 
Indianapolis and as a pastor in 
Western Pennsylvania, E1 Salvador, 
Costa Rica, and Nicaragua. He 
suggests Rev, Donald Carver, 144 
Newell, Waterloo, Iowa (50703) as 
a local contact from the Iowa 
United Methodist Conference who 
has visited Fr. Survil's parish. 
at 1883 G2p7.Rateazs, UrVil 
Esquipulas de Matagalpa, Nicara- 
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Chings 
that make 
you itch 


Mexico 


December. 31, 1984 


During the year 1984 there was 
too much in the media about priests 
and politics, priests and the 
Church's magisterium, priests and 
revolution, etc. And when you examn- 
ine the issues involved with person- 
alities such as Gustavo Guttierrez, 
Leonard Boff, the Berrigans (always) 
and others who have made the head- 
lines, you simply do not find any 
lack of doctrinal integrity. You do 
find a confrontation between them 
and some ecclesiastical authorities, 
but not because of a doctrinal dif- 
ference; rather, it is because of a 
difference of opinion (usually pol- 
itical and economic). itt then” be= 
comes a problem of "authority" where 
no issue of authority is involved at 
all, And if these priests capitu- 
late to falsely established or 
abused authority, then future gener- 
ations will have no new Francis of 
Assisis, no Teresas, no Catherines. 

How do we examine the issues and 
the people involved? The most inm- 
portant considerations must be 
scriptural, evangelical integrity 
» « « fidelity to the Gospel. 


On the other hand, there is not 
enough in the news about some bish- 
ops and their doctrinal or sceriptur- 
al integrity or their lack of polit- 
ical "prudence." And it would seen 
to me that this is.an area far more 
important because what bishops do 
has far more influence on the Church 
Universal than what priests do, 
That's the way the structure is set 
UD. 

Something is afoot in the Catho- 
lic Church which is beginning as an 
itch but will end as a serious in- 
fection. The far right is influenc- 
ing the Church from the highest ech- 
elons to the lowest. Somebody has 
to start asking alot of questions. 
If an Opus Dei structure can become 
operative officially in the Catholic 
Church with its far right political 
orientation, then why can't a base 
Christian community in Nicaragua 
with its evangelical orientation 


enjoy the same rights? Let's hope 
that 1985 will not be a year in 
which the Vatican utilizes its time 
(and our money) on Gustavo Gutierrez 
and Leonard Boff, whose only appeal 
is to faith and-reason, It has to 
start paying attention to some of 
the hierarchy whose appeal is to 


- selfish economic and far right pol- 


itical interests. 

The American bishops have made a 
start with their latest pastoral on 
the economic realities in the U.S.A. 
They are becoming evangelically more 
global in their approach to the re- 
alities which surroumid the people of 
God. 

I do not deny that Marxism can be 
misstated or that there is a lack of 
religious freedom in some Commmist 
countries. But religious freedom in 
itself is not the test of a govern- 


“ment because it might well be that 


the Churches, home base for reli- 
gion, are themselves part of the 
problem. And historically the 
Church as thrived in the context of 
persecution, never in the context of 
wealth and power, The latter reali- 
ty has only contributed to the 
Church's deterioration. The Church 
in #1 Salvador, for examble, is 
strong in the face of persecution. 
There are so many vocations there to 
the religious life that individual 
parish pastors are operating "mini- 
seminaries" in their parish houses, 
In the U.S.A., on the other hand, 
where consumer (materialistic) so- 
ciety thrives, we talk about the 
“vocation crisis.” The crisis is 
not the lack of vocations but the 
society which does not permit young 
people the "freedom" to reflect on 
more transcendental considerations, 
It enslaves them with materialisn. 
To set up an either/or situation 
between materialistic capitalism or 
materialistic commmism is to pro- 
vide no alternatives to Christians. 
Both are reproachable and unaccept- 
able, The Church has to be more in- 
noyative and respond to the needs 
(political, social, economic and 
religious) of the tfmes . . rp 1K 
preach an wmadulterated Gospel 
« « « because God's word is for all 
seasons... so that Christians 
have clear and unmistakable princi- 
ples by which they can reflect on 
the realities of their day and de- 
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the poor | 


a Christian. 


velop a theology of action which is 
meaningful. It just might be that 
if we free ourselves from the Gon- 
stantinian Captivity we just might 
influence systems and structures to 
become more human, more just, and, 
consequently, more Christian. There 
are values in the present structures 
which must be preserved. But there 
are other phenomena which must be 
rejected, 

The leaders of the Churches can- 
not speak irresponsibly about eco- 
nomic and political issues such as 
has occurred in Nicaragua. It cre- 
ates confusion in the minds of the 
faithful. There has to be a pro- 
found reflection and clear state- 
ments have to be made. We cannot 
resort to knee-jerk reactions every 
time we hear the word "Marxism" or 
"socialism," especially when we-.fall 
on our knees in adoration when we 
hear the word "capitalism." 

The Pope said in his Christmas 
message to the cardinals and reli- 
gious of the Vatican that the 
Church "will seek dialogue with the 
world because dialogue is a central 
and indispensable element of. the 
ethnic thinking of men /sic/ whoever 
they may be." "Whoever they may be” 
are the key words. Does he mean 
Sandinistas, Salvadoran revolution- 
aries, American minorities? The 
dialogue which the Church. has had 
with the forces of the industrial- 
ized nations does not seem to be 
dialogue. It is more like capitu- 
lation. The dialogue (so-called) 
with the socialist nations has taken 
on the characteristics of reprimand 
and denunciation. Neither case is 
an instance of dialogue. I do not 
think that there was dialogue as 
regards Fernando Cardenal in Nica- 
ragua. Dialogue is not just speak- 
ing! it is also listening. : 

A Nicaraguan bishop, Carlos 
Sancti of Matagalpa, stated on De- 


The Christian 
who doesn't wish to 
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live a commitment 
of solidarity with 


isn't worthy to call 
him or herself 


Oscar Romero 


cember 17 that there is a necessity 
of dialogue between the Episcopal 
Conference and Fernando Cardenal. 
That is an admission that there was 
no dialogue. And, after that, a 
dialogue began also with the govern- 
ment, Sancti admitted that "there 
have been many misunderstanding and 
errors (on the part of both govern- 
ment and Church) which could have 
been avoided with dialogue." 
This is a beginning. But it is 
obvious that the beginning of dia- 
logue required an act of humility 
and not an approach of power and 


‘might. The use of power and might 


(authority) has not -produced any- 
thing approaching Christian love. 
It has produced the defamation, on a 
worldwide scale, of the character of 
an incredibly dedicated Catholic 
priest whose whole life has been a 
witness. of- simplicity .and honesty 
called for by the evangelical coun- 
sels, 

The role of the American people 
in this process of dialogue is in- . 
dispensable for peace in the world. 
The role of North American. Chris- 
tians is obligated by what they pro- 
fess, If Americans knew the truth 
about the operations of UNITED 
BRANDS in Honduras, or the militari- 
gation of Costa Rica, or the real 
military involvement of U.S. troops 
in Central America, and they re- 
flected on these realities in the 
light of democratic principles and 
Christian values, the situation 
would change because they would 
humbly admit the need for dialogue. 

Peace on earth and good will to 
people, or peace on earth to people 
of good will . ... the conclusion is 
the same. Humankind, baptized in 
the Spirit, must function in the 
Spirit (truth, love, justice) to 
build the Kingdom of God on earth. 


-L.M.Colonnese 


“Maskmakern, Maskmaken, 
Make Me a MAS? oe cersscan 


"Pretend to be good often enough 
and even God will be fooled, or so 
goes some Vonnegut line, all of 
which reminds me of this "Once-upon- 
a-time" story. 

Once upon a time in an allegori- 
cal kingdom there lived a nubile 
princess whose nable parents sought 
to see her married off. desiring 
only the best for their beloved 
daughter, they elected to have a day 
of contest on which all bachelors of 
the land would be welcome to bid for 
the hand of their filial maiden. 

The princess would then be free to 
choose with which suitor she would 
consort for one year's time, at the 
end of which she would decide wheth- 
er or not to marry said suitor. 

Now it happened that in this same 


apologal kingdom there lived a thor- 
oughly wicked but masterful mask- 
maker who lusted after all manner of 
wealth and power, and who was espe- 
cially rapacious for things of the 
kingdom. Learning of the nuptial 
contest, the iniquitous maker of 
masks saw in it an opportunity to 
seize the kingdom by Imavery, for 
neither his talent nor his cunning 
were equalled by any in the land, 

His plan was a simple one. He 
would craft a mask so lifelike that 
none would be able to tell it apart 
from the real thing, his own counte- 
nance. Of such extraordinary beauty 
would be the mask he fashioned that 
it would be matchless in its exquis- 
itness. And so he crafted. 

Come the day of the great tourna- 


ment of bachelors, the spectators 
and royal family alike "Ooohed!" and 
"Ahhed!" at the appearance of the 
maskmaker, for never before had 
beauty such as his been beheld, It 
came as a surprise to no one when 
the princess chose him before all 
the rest, and so off they went to 
the palace to live intimately-- 
but chastely--for the next year, 
Now, looking good was good, but 
not good enough, for the maskmaker 
knew he could not merely look good 
if his masquerade was to succeed: 
he had to act good, Not naturally 
being so inclined, feigning virtue 
Was a supreme struggle for him. But 
he went ahead and pretended to be 
just what his mask suggested, and he 
played his part well, When wanting 
to curse, he held his tongue, or 
blessed instead, Moved to anger, he 
forgave; to malice, he succored; to 
greed, he gave, All this acting 
good, pretending to be what he knew 
himself not to be, gnawed at him u- 
til he could no longer continue his 
fraudulent scheme, The night before 
the princess was to decide whether 
she desired marriage with him, the 
maskmaker shamefacedly disclosed the 
truth to her, 
"Princess, " 
honest with you. 
son you think I an, 
you." 
"What on earth are you saying?” 
asked the princess. 
"What you see," 
maker, “is not the real me. 


he began, "I must be 
I am not the per- 
I have deceived 


replied the mask- 
You see 


“someone who is kind, compassionate, 


and generous, but I am not at all 
like that, JI am, in fact, exactly 
the opposite: mean, unmerciful, and 
selfish. All this time I have been 
pretending to be good in order to 
inherit the kingdom by marrying you, 
but no longer can~-I be so deceitful. 
I have been wearing a mask," 

The princess laughed, shook her 
head, and exclaimed, "You have the 


wickedest, sense of humor! You're 
always putting me on! I love it!" 


"Not Not" cried the maskmaker. 
"I'm not putting you on! I'm tell- 
ing you the truth, Here, I'll show 
you." And with that he tured away, 
unfastened the mask, and turned a- 
round to face the princess. "Now 
you see me as I am." 

Staring at the maskmaker, the 
eyes of the princess opened wide 
and she shrieked, "I knew you were 
teasing me! I just love you and 
your humor so mucht" 

Bewildered, the maskmaker quickly 
strode to the wall mirror and gaped 
in wonderment, The face staring 
back at him was not his own, but 
that of the mask he wore--or had 
been wearing. Now it was his own. 

In striving to appear good by. 
being good, the maskmaker had actu- 
ally become good. Miraculously, he 
had been brought to be that which he 
had set out merely to seem to be. 
But the miracle was not ‘that he had 
been transfigured into looking good, 
but that he had been transformed 
into being good--umwittingly. His 
conversion from self-aggrandizement 
to selflessness was wholly unantici- 
pated, unwarranted, and unintended; 
yet it came, and in much the same 
way as God's grace comes to us! as 
ae oun tas 

So, if you want to be good but 
believe you're not, fake it, and see 
what happens. If it can happen once 
upon a time, it can happen with 
God's grace in us. Put on the face 
of Christ and give it a whirl, for 
this is no longer the land of make- 
believe, byt the Promised Land of 
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